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RESPONSE TO RESTRICT ION REQUIREMENT 



ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20231 

SIR: 

Responsive to the Restriction Requirement dated June 20, 2001, Applicants elect, 
with traverse, Group IV, Claims 17-22 and 26. 

Since this is a National Stage application file under the PCT, restriction is only proper 
when the claims lack unity of invention. 37 C.F.R. §1.475. In the Official Action, the 
Examiner merely stages "there is no common at page 3, lines 1-2, core ... shared by all of the 
alternatives." However, the Examiner has failed to provide any evidence or reasons to 
. support this conclusion. Accordingly, the Office has failed to establish that unity of 
invention is lacking in this application. Withdrawal of the restriction requirement is 
requested. 

Applicants respectfully request consideration of the Information Disclosure Statement 
submitted herewith. 



Applicants submit that the present application is ready for examination on the merits. 
Early notice to this effect is earnestly solicited. 



Respectfully submitted, 

OBLON, SPIVAK, McCLELLAND, 
MAIER & NEUSTADT, P.C 



Nom^F: Obion 
Attorney of Record 
Registration No. 24,618 



James J. Kelly, Ph.D. 
Registration No. 41 ,504 




22850 

Tel. {703) 413-3000 
Fax. (703) 413-2220 
(OSMMN 11/98) 



-2- 



